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1. NOMINATIVE SEPARATE 
PERSONAL PRONOUNS 



f * ^ ^ q o $ . ? 



ZJUajLj I *i^JI ^u.^? ( ^ 



The following table gives the nominative separate personal 
pronouns. 



3rd person 


2nd person 


1 st person 


he 


yot/ (m.s.) 


CJI 


/ itf 


she 
they (d.) 


yot/(f.s.) 
yof/(d.) 


CJI 


J! ^ 

we 0^ 


/ftey (m. p.) 
0tey(f.p.) 


yoi/(m.p.) 
j*m/ (f.p.) 


,?o£ 
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2. AFFIXED 
PERSONAL PRONOUNS 



?■ < $ J> c> d J> * i> 



ausji ^UuaJi (v 



The following table gives the accusative, dative and genitive 
affixed personal pronouns. 



3rd person 


2nd| 


person 


1 st person 


m.s. & 


m.s. 


d) 


s. (l)<y t J 


f.s. li 


f.s. 


J 


p. "' L- 


d. LJb 


d. 


Cir 




J" 

m.p. *£ 
f.p. £* 


m.p. 
f.p. 


? 

yr 





(1)^ affixed to a noun; ^ affixed to a verb (See page 32). 
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2. THE USE OF THE AFFIXED 
PERSONAL PRONOUNS 



Si >■ a 



fULaJUJi jjU^^JI JUjcLuJ (T 



The affixed personal pronouns can be used as: 



Personal 
pronoun 

1P. S. 
P- 

2P. m.s. 

f.s. 

d. 

m.p. 

f.p. 
3P. m.s. 

f.s. 

d. 

m.p. 

f.p. 



Indirect 
object 
> t. 



O *, - - ft. 






' 'Direct 
object 

2 > - o. 






U o g a 

, * * 
dU_g. 



iU4 



■^SmOm 












Lg_«-o jUxij 1 (j o $ 



f ( S " ( S 
$ ? * , 



Possessive 



9 'i * 

i V' r ' 



di 






di 









_0 



-*_o_L*_^ 



U-4 



> ? 1> s ? 

| < ( j » * < 

# ^ !> 1> s ? 

j ( S n » * a 



Pronoun 



11 
dl 

4. 
llf. 

J> 



(1) My teacher - (2) He understands me - (3) He speaks with me. 
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3. THE PERFECT 

The Perfect stem is obtained by cutting the last vowel of the third 
singular masculine perfect, and the perfect is conjugated by adding to 
this stem the following endings: 



3rd person 


2nd 


person 


1 st person 




„ 




y 


? 


m.s. 


,- 


m.s. 





s. c 


f.s. 


c <- 


f.s. 


X 


p. 1 


m.d 


c 


d. 


a. 




f.d 




m.p. 


?0 

r- 

$ to 




m.p. 


•j- 


f.p. 


Cr- 




f.p. 


^ 

♦ 

(J- 
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3. Conjugation of the verb to write 
in the perfect 



1P. s. 

P- 
2P. m.s. 

f.s. 

d. 

m.p. 

f.p. 
3P. m.s. 

f.s. 

m.d. 

f.d. 

m.p. 

f.p. 



(1) 



f e 




HI 


I': °. t '< 


X 


♦ 


e 




CL 




0*0 

r- 

♦ *♦ 


Q ^ Q ^ ^ 
i> * s s 

0-~:-~S 


K. 


:, 't '< 


* 

— 


♦ 


c 


♦ 


IL' 




i; 


\A^ 


-- e 

0- 


'^ 



U 



J! 



o $ 

J I 



^ o £ 



UjlJ I 

o .? o £ 
Si J" o p 



i - \ 

O J! 

r-* 



(1 ) The vowel of the last radical and the suffix. 

Remark: The perfect has only a suffix; it does not have a prefix. 



O 
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4. THE IMPERFECT 

£jU*JI JjuOl (i 



Whereas in the perfect, the different persons are expressed by suf- 
fixes, the Imperfect has prefixes. It also has some suffixes to denote 
number and gender as shown below: 



3rd person 




2nd | 


oerson 




s> 


, 




jt 


m.s. 


- 


-> 


m.s. 


_ J 




? 


^ 




,, ^ 


f.s. 


- 


J* 


f.s. 


t>j- J 


m.d 


f 


_» 


d. 


jC i 


f.d 


f 


J* 


m.p. 


♦ ♦♦ 




jt 


^ 




s s 


m.p. 


OJ- 

s 


_» 


f.p. 


Cr J 


f.p. 


♦ 

(J- 


_» 







1 st person 



s. 



P- 



- I 
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4. Conjugation of the verb to write 
in the imperfect 



(2) 



(1) 



1P. s. 

P- 
2P. m.s. 

f.s. 

d. 

m.p. 

f.p. 

3P. m.s. 

f.s. 

m.d. 

f.d. 

m.p. 

f.p. 



* 



-< e 

0- 



' - v ■ 



J H 1 



L^So- 



.» .* 



^ o 2 °s ' 

J> J> o . ,- 

C ■»— V— X-> 



^ o 



L^JC 









^ o 



" " * \ * 

o ? o $ 
Jt o $ 



& 

♦ 

(J- 



-o fb 

o J* 
5i ? 



I 



(1 ) The prefix. 

(2) The vowel of the last radical and the suffix. 

Remark: The singular and the first person of the plural have no 
suffix. 



O 
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5. THE IMPERATIVE 

c 



C Li •*," / 

»VI J*i (0 



The imperative is formed from the jussive (Chap. 62) but, since it 
begins with two consonants, it takes a short prosthetic vowel. In the trilit- 
eral verb, the prosthetic aJif, when the second radical takes fatfra or 
kagra, the vowrl is iasra, when it takes tfamma, it is tfamma,as the following 
table shows: 



2nd person 




m.s. (3) ^*x5l 


(2) n {J S>\ 


O ^ 

(1) ^ 


f.s. ^J£1 

** S 


** ^ ^ ^ 


s 
** S * 


♦ 


C4i 


U*ii 


m.p. 'j^-^' 




I ' '•♦ 

lj^J3 


f.p. ^1S1 




^ ^ 


(3) to w/7to 


(2) to s// 


(1 ) to ope/7 



o 
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6-7-8. THE CASES OR DECLENSION OF 
NOUNS (Subjet, Direct and Indirec objects) 

$ s s J 1 $ s 2 & s 



There are three cases in Arabic and these are indicated merely by 
changing the vowelling of the final consonant (except in the dual and 
sound masculine plural endings). They are: 

a) The nominative case vowelled with damtna — , e.g. 
oJll? a student. 

Ll&Jl the student. 

b) The accusative case vowelled with fatba , e.g. 

U ll? a student. 

oJlkfl the student. 
(Note that tanwJn — is supported by alif, thus I .) 

c) The dative and genitive cases vowelled with kasra — e.g. 

cJli? ^o with a student. 

oJlLJI *-o with the student. 
t_-Jlijl Lll^ the student's book. 
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6-7-8. THE DECLENSION OF THE DUAL 

J£Jlyfcj (A-V-A 



The dual declines as follows: 

a) jC in the nominative case, e.g. 

j La I jjj I <u ULzj //7e /MW7S resemble one another. 



b) j^- in the oblique cases, e.g. 

^*-a I jjj I Jsj£. I / /rA7ci^ //7e twins. 

j^> I jZJ I *-o Ji50' I / speak with the twins. 

J^A | ^J I ±3j£. i Jl& //7/S AS //7e /HW7S ' /r>OA77. 



Note that when the dual is annexated, both the article J I and j 
disappear, e.g. 

.Laid I I jJ Ij Ujfc //?ey are /fte pupil's parents. 
.LoU I ,j jJ \j <3j£. I / know the pupil's parents. 
ju JJ Ij o^v he loves his parents. 



<J Back to the Exercise L)> 

Contents 

10 



6-7-8. THE DECLENSION OF THE 
SOUND MASCULINE PLURAL 

j ill i Jrju3i^.oi^j (a-v-a 



The Sound Masculine Plural declines as follows, and takes 
a) jj_ in the nominative case, e.g. 
jj-Jm-J I t-^Osj //7e teachers write. 



b) jl in the oblique cases, e.g. 
auLfcJ I lJjX. I / know the teachers. 
oulkj I *-o JonJ I / speak with the teachers. 
juI*Jl ItU t>jjb this is the teachers' room. 

Note that when the sound masculine plural is annexated, both the 
article J I and j disappear, e.g. 

'Ljj*j\ jAju> *j> they are Arabic teachers. 

4-uyJ I ^^oJuw cj^c I / know the Arabic teachers. 

\' f"* s * 

U—Jm-o t_*^J we like our teachers. 
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6-7-8. THE DECLENSION OF THE 
SOUND FEMININE PLURAL 

JllJI cJpl £> L&\ (A-V-n 

The Sound Feminine Plural declines as follows, and takes: 

a) _ in the nominative case, e.g. 
oLLuJl iwJ&J the teachers (f.) wr/fe. 

b) _ in the obliques cases, e.g. 



o LJljuJ I tjj^ I / know the teachers (f . ) 



Cj LlkJ I *-o JdnJ I / Syoea/r with the teachers (f . ) 

O LJutJ 1 1c \1 bJA this is the teachers ' room (f . ) 
Remember: The sound feminine plural never takes fatha. It takes 

damma only in the nominative case, and kasra in the oblique cases, i.e. 

accusative, dative and genitive. 
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9. ANNEXATION 

A noun followed by another noun in annexation, in other words, 
when a noun is annexated to another noun, or pronoun, it automatically 
loses its tanwbi or its j in the dual and in the sound masculine plural, 
and being determined by annexation, it naturally loses its Jl, e.g. 

(wJOLlI oll^ the student's book, or 

JuLi his book (Wt. the book of his). 

The following noun, or the second term of the annexation, i.e. the 
following genitive, may have the tanwlnox be prefixed with the article J I 
according to whether it is definite or indefinite, unless it is, itself, annexat- 
ed to another noun or pronoun. However, it always terminates in kagra, 
i.e. it takes the genitive case, which is shown by kasra—, e.g. 
<wJ ll? o \j£ the book of a student. 

oJ Lk) I o lis" the book of the student. 



<J Back to the Exercise L)> 
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9. ANNEXATION (2) 

(Y) ill^YI {\ 



ijuyd I ajJu I iwJ Q? o \j£ the book of the Arabic language student. 
iiJJ li? o \jS the book of your student. 

It is the rule of Itfafa (annexation) that nothing must interpose be- 
tween the noun and its following genitive. 

Consequently, if the noun is qualified by an adjective, demonstrated 
by a demonstrative, or numbered by a number, the latter, i.e. the adjec- 
tive, the demonstrative and the number must come after the genitive, 
e.g. 

JuJu>JI i^>*Jl Jm-o the new Arabic teacher. 
Ij^ Jujjjdl Juw this Arabic teacher. 

f s 4 $ s s o f Its f 

aj*xil I iUjyd I jjJjla the three Arabic teachers. 
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10. DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS 

The Demonstrative pronouns are as follows: 





Close 


Distant 


m.s., all cases 


Q* 


tflfa 


m.d., nom. 


jl'ii 


dlih 


ace. and gen. 




dLui 


f.s., all cases 


»ii 


ib 


f.d., nom. 


jlili 


dl'li 


ace. and gen. 


u^'^ 




p. (m. and f.), all cases 


,*^> 


dUJjl 



1) If the demonstrative qualifies a simple noun, it pre- 
cedes it, and the noun takes the article, e.g. 

oL5jI liib this book. 

But if the noun is defined by a following genitive or a pro- 
nominal suffix, the demonstrative is placed after these, e.g. 
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10. DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS (2) 

(Y) jjQyi^ll (\ • 



li* JbuJI old //7/s -booZf o///?e teacher. 
\1* dLLo #7/s -froo/r of yours. 

2) If the demonstrative is used pronominally and as a subject of a 
nominal sentence, then: 

a) If the predicate is an indefinite noun, no copula is necessary, e.g. 

if s s 9 s 

oLo li* this is a book. 

b) If the predicate is defined by the article, the third person is used 
as a copula to prevent the demonstrative from being taken adjectivally 
(as in 1), e.g. 

jJjJ I y> II* this is the boy. 

c) If the predicate is defined by a following genitive or a pronominal 
suffix, the demonstrative is put first, and no copula is needed, e.g. 

JbuJl oLo Ijjb this is the teacher's book. 
dLLo li* this is your book. 

Note that the plural form of the demonstrative is used only for per- 
sons, e.g. 

* L*U I j I J L>J I <= *lij^ #7ese me/? or women. 



<J Back to the Exercise L)> 



Contents 

16 



10. DEMONSTRATIVES PRONOUNS (3) 



For animals, things (inanimate objects), the feminine singular form 
is used, e.g. 

JakaJlj Uy&J\ sii these dogs and cats. 
cJ%*uJ \j i r ^>J I b 1* these books and magazines. 
This logic is accepted with difficulty by the Western mind. 
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11. RELATIVE PRONOUNS 

? o s q f o 



The Relative pronouns are as follows 







Mascul 


ine 




Feminine 


sing. 




^Ji 






^ 


dual, nom. 




jfijl 






ciifl 


ace. et 


gen. 


p»bi 






p^i 


plur. 




DiiH 


c/*fl 


or 


j&ln 



1 ) When the relative pronoun refers to any part of the relative sen- 
tence which follows except the subject, it may be replaced by an at- 
tached pronoun. 

uiy <j JJ I i_J IkJ I //7e student who writes. 

ai^l (jjj! oJLkll the student whom / know (\\t. the student 

who I know him). 
ajla J&J I ,j JJ I i_J GL) I the student with whom I speak (lit. 

the student who I speak with him). 



<J Back to the Exercise L)> 



Contents 

18 



11. RELATIVE PRONOUNS (2) 

(Y) jjiyiJLj (\\ 

aIJI i^Ji'l (jjjl ^Uallthe student to whom I write 

(lit. the student who I write to him). 
<uJju> <Jj£.\ (jJJI oJLbJI the student whose teacher I know (X\\. the 
student who I know his teacher). 

2) The relative pronoun is always omitted when it refers to an indefi- 
nite noun. This is especially difficult for Europeans to appreciate, e.g. 

ojJu <j JJ I Jjild I ^J\ JaJ I / took at the child who plays. 

oo«L Jil? ^J\ JsJ I / look at a child who plays. 

3) The words j-o he who, whomsoever, and u that which, what- 
soever, are also relative. However, they are treated as nouns, whereas 

,jjjl is usually treated as an adjective governing a noun which has al- 
ready been mentioned. It is, however, sometimes used as a noun, in 
which case it is synonymous with y» and Lo . 

4) ,j I and feminine a_> I are followed by a genitive, with the mean- 
ing whichever, whatever. 



<J Back to the Exercise L)> 
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11. RELATIVE PRONOUNS (3) 



Attention is to be paid to those parts of speech in which two 
lams are written, namely the dual and the feminine plural. 

Note also that the plural form of the relatives is used only for per- 
sons. For animals and things, the feminine singular form is used. 
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12-13. THE MOODS 

.J^JIj t*w2Jlj *JJ\ ( ST- S V 

The imperfect has three moods: 

1) *^JI the Indicative which is distinguished by the third radical 
having tfamma, except when it is preceded by a jussive or subjunctive 
particle. 

2) iw^^JI the Subjunctive which is distinguished by ending with 
fatba, when preceded by a subjunctive particle. 

3) fj^l the Jussive which is denoted by the absence of any vowel 
with the third radical, i.e., having sukun, when it is preceded by a jussive 
particle. 

Compare the ending of each one of the three moods: 





1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


Indicative 


> 


M2- 


oC 




^ 


Jussive 





<jr 


L 


\J- 


^ 


Subjunctive 


— 


<j- 


L 


^ 


^ 



Endings: 1) 1st pers. sing, and plur.; 2nd pers. masc. sing.; 3rd pers. 
masc. and fern.; 2) 2nd pers. fern, sing.; 3) dual; 4) masc. plur.; 5) fern, 
plur. 

Note the differences and the similarities between the jussive and 
the subjunctive. 
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12-13. THE SUBJUNCTIVE PARTICLES 

o $ ? Si Si 



The Imperfect subjunctive is used after the following particles 
(conjunctions): 

1) °j1 that, *^1 ( for ^ °jl ) that not. 

s s $ s s $ s s<?> Q 9> 2 $■ 

ajJU I b i* Jbu I j I Jy j I / want to learn this language. 

2) jJ shall not, will not. 

^J> I "by* ^k> I jJ / s/?a// /7o/ make a mistake next time. 

3) J in order to, *^i! in order not to. 

4) j£ in order to, or compound ^3 in order to. 
■xp or *xpJ />? order not to. 

jjiwju ^$J j LJ 2 1 j*>ju Msa? i/i<w/rs />? crater to //Ve. 

5) jil therefore, in that case, well, then. 

J5 j I j i I t l^ii J-ox I / w-w/f /?<3A£/, therefore I will 

succeed. 
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12-13. THE SUBJUNCTIVE PARTICLES (2) 

(Y) JLa-jiLi,^. (\r-w 



6) J Han of denial, preceded by jo L or ^5y J was not. 

7) i j^> so that, until, in order that. 

Oil_pJlj oQJLklJl oJj>J| ^y^v *JaL J^-l I drive slowly 
in order to avoid fines and accidents. 

8) <J called causative fa, preceded by negative, imperative or 
prohibitive. 

Jejazl \jj£ JiTj *i Do not eat too much so that you get sick. 

9) j called wawoi simultaneousness. 

J&jJj JiTj V £to ratf talk and eat at the same time. 

10) j I when it is equivalent to either jl if I unless that, or to 
°jl Jl until that. 

^^lJ! djil j I t-ot-aJI ^Lf^wi a I will deem everything 

difficult easy until I attain my wishes. 
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12-13. THE SUBJUNCTIVE PARTICLES (2) 

(Y) JU)\'j>j^ (\r-w 



6) J Jam of denial, preceded by jo U or ^5y J was not. 

7) ^y^v so that, until, in order that. 

OiljiJIj oUJl^Jl oJj>J| ^^v <^JaL J^l I drive slowly 
in order to avoid fines and accidents. 

8) <J called causative /£ preceded by negative, imperative or 
prohibitive. 

Jejazl \jJ& JiL" ^ Do not eat too much so that you get sick. 

9) j called wawo\ simultaneousness. 

J&jtf j Jo li *i? Do A7ctf te//r and eat at the same time. 

10) j I when it is equivalent to either jl jfl unless that, or to 
°jl J I until that. 

9. s 

^^lJ I d j i I j I oju^J I ^...^...i 2 / M//7/ ateem everything 

difficult easy until I attain my wishes. 
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12-13. THE JUSSIVE PARTICLES (2) 



d) ^called 'Lj>U I V 1s of prohibition, which expresses: 

i) oil? a request, when it is a matter between two equals; 
ii) <■ Lea a prayer, when it is from an inferior to a superior; 
iii) y> I an order, a command, when it is from a superior to an 
inferior. 
2) The following are 12 conditional jussive particles: 

e) °j|/7. 

tcj^J dJu-c ^ ^^ib'w j I //yew are sincere in your work, 

you succeed. 

f) lo i/i//7<3/, if anything. 

s s Q s Q s s 

1^2*6 pjjj' La what you sow is you what reap. 

g) ^ /7e i<v/?0, if anyone, whoever. 

? s s- ? s- s Q *> s 

\jj>- Jl^j \jJ>- J-jju jj-o /7e who does good finds good. 

\" ° " 
h) u^-a whatever, no matter how. 
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12-13. THE JUSSIVE PARTICLES (3) 



O^-O^ ^ J* .*■ ^ ^ , ^ 



^Ju V J rj-iJ L^a A7C matter how you explain to him, 

he won 't understand. 
i) U SI when, whenever. 

Sj**j La J&u ou'La $l whenever you come, you find 

something that will please you. 

i z 
j) <jl which, whichever, if any. 

»JlcLu| ^'JlcL^a ^J) tc&j jLJ] ,jl any man who 

needs my help, I will help him. 

k) l$ za when, whenever. 

I) j LI when, whenever. 

m) ^j| where, wherever. 

' sot 

n) LjjI wherever. 
o) ^Jl wherever. 

^yl t CJ^ I .jL| 4< _^a have more or less the same 

meaning: 
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12-13. THE JUSSIVE PARTICLES (4) 



dbw jiLwl jiL-J^I iLjJ 4juI i( jLa each time you 

travel, I travel with you. 
d Jcv I Ij^j ^ I i L_L> I wherever you hide, I find you. 

, Ho - 

p) LjL> where, wherever. 

s s s 

q) Lip howsoever, no matter how. 

q *> *> 9- o s fi s sO s. 

J-obu J-ouu Lip howsoever you treat others, you are 
treated likewise. 
Note that the >SKfaa? of the jussive becomes kasra before the article 

"Ji. 
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14. 1NNA AND ITS SISTERS 

QjI>Ij*jI (U 



The second category of annulers which are assigned to the nominal 
sentence consists of jl and its sisters. 

Preceded by jl or by one of its sisters, the subject, which no longer 
occupies the first place in the sentence, becomes the noun of jl or of 
one of its sisters, and takes the accusative case by assimilation to a direct 
object put before its subject; the predicate becomes the predicate of jl 
or of one of its sisters, and takes the nominative case by assimilation to 
the active subject put after the direct object. 

The particles jl and its sisters are as follows: 

1) jl usually not translated, though the grammarians translate it by 
the biblical verily. It is used to introduce speech after the verb jLs to say, 
as well as to begin an ordinary nominal sentence. 

2) jl that, is used for indirect speech after verbs other than Jli, or 
in what resembles indirect speech or thought. 

3) jj5U but, like jZJ, but the latter should be followed by a verb. 
^5U is often prefixed by j : ^5Uj . 
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14. 1NNA AND ITS SISTERS (2) 

(Y) 0'j±\j"o\ (U 



* 

4) j 2 because. 

5) jo as //, as though, it is (was) as if. 

6) C*J would that, would God, if only... 

7) JjJ perhaps -comparatively rare in modern Arabic. 

All these particles resemble verbs, in that they must be followed 
either by a noun in the accusative case, or by an attached pronoun 
which is grammatically considered to be in the accusative case. After 
them, the verb to be is understood, therefore a predicate may follow in 
the nominative case. 

After j], the predicate is sometimes strengthened by 3, e.g. 

I^Jic J>y aj] (verily) he is a great man. 

The only circumstance in which anything is allowed to interpose be- 
tween these particles and their accusative is when the accusative is an 
indefinite noun, and the predicate is an prepositional phrase, or L* here, 
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14. IMA AND ITS SISTERS (3) 

(Y) 0^\j"o\ (U 



or dJlii there. The prepositional phrase then comes after the particle, 
e.g. 

ouJuwj Wyd? juujJlJ! ^ j! (verily) there are teachers and 

students in the school. 

The predicate is also put before the noun when the latter is suffixed 

with a pronoun referring to the substantive contained in the prepositional 

phrase, e.g. 

Lgjbd sjLlJI ^i jl (verily) the driver of the car is inside. 
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15. KANA AND ITS SISTERS 



Preceded by jlif to be, or by one of its sisters, the subject, which 
no longer occupies the first place in the sentence, becomes the noun of 
ju, and remains in the nominative case by assimilation to the active 
subject; the predicate of the subject becomes the predicate of jlif, or of 
one of its sisters, and takes the accusative case by assimilation to to the 
adverb of state or condition JL> , e.g. 

ILa> sLpJI cJo life was beautiful. 

The following are ju and its sisters: 



jl^ to be. 

?^£> I to be or become in the morning. 

( y*-& I to be or become in the forenoon. 

Jj? to be or become in the daytime. 
L ^u» I to be or become in the evening. 

Cj\j to be or become during the night, or spend the night. 
Ji^> to become. 
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15. KANA AND ITS SISTERS (2) 



All the preceding verbs can be conjugated. Note that the first five 
verbs jiff, r^a>\, { y*-J*\, J*k, (J --*o I may have the meaning of jC? 
to become. 

8) j^J not to be. This verb is conjugated in the perfect only, and 
when used it has the meaning of the imperfect. Note that the predicate of 
to strengthen the negation,*^ can be preceded by the preposition ^JJ 
and be in the dative case, e.g. 

j-JSsj Cw«J I (j-J for Ij^p CuJ I j-J the house is not big. 

9)'JljCo;10) ^ICo; 11) ilaJlCo; 12) ^£. 

The four preceding verbs 
Tj> nilljl »^i <Jlj to cease, axe used preceded by the negative 
particle U, *^, or J, to mean that the action is still continuing. These 
four verbs can be conjugated in the perfect or imperfect. 

13) JiCo as long as. 

The verb Js to continue, preceded by Co, is used to express as 
long as. The verb JiU is used only in the perfect. 
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15. KANA AND ITS SISTERS (3) 



The predicate of jliT and its sisters can be simple, i.e. consisting 
of one single expression, or complex, i.e. consisting of a verbal or nomi- 
nal sentence, or of a preposition and its complement, e.g. 

a-JLc a..;L..*.J I OjLs> living is becoming expensive. 

? s s 2 s Q s 2 $ s s 

\jj£ ojjJl>. u» uJ I j o people used to read a lot. 

Ucu-o Jul cii?jlJl jl5" //7e task of the employee used to 

be pleasant (\\t. the employee his work was pleasant). 
(jJuL) I p Ij^J I ^i alo-c. ^ he used to work in the open air 

(lit. his work was in the open air). 
S L-L) I » L» I j-u j j UzJ I j \S the peacock was in front of 

the window. 
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16.THE CARDINAL NUMBERS 

2 $ £ 2 s f- s 



Although it is easy to learn the Arabic numerals for dialectal use, 
they are one of the most complex aspects of the written language. Even 
the Arabs themselves often make mistakes. It is best to divide them into 
groups, starting with the numbers one and two. 

1)1 and 2 

if s fs s 

a) (i) one (S) -\>lj masculine, and "bJ>)j feminine, takes the 
form of the active participle. It is usually used as an adjective placed af- 
ter the noun with which it agrees in gender and case. 

(ii) It is rarely used, since the indefinite singular noun in Arabic 

if s 

means one or a, as in the French language. Hence, the word ouS", in 
Arabic, or un livre in French, means a bookox one book. 
(iii) When the numeral one is used, it means only, e.g. 

if s # s 

Jcv I j i_j Lo one book only. 

b) (i) two(V) jUJ'1 masculine, juijj feminine. This number is 
rarely used, as the dual ending indicates this meaning, so £>ljGa 
means two books. By writing or saying jUJ' I jolo, a certain emphasis 
is given the word two. 
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16. THE CARDINAL NUMBERS (2) 

(Y) %LH\\\'±sH\ (u 

(ii) When used, like one, it is treated as an adjective. It follows the 
noun and agrees with it in gender, case, the definite and the indefinite. 

2) 3 to 10 

>. \ a v -\ o t r 

a) These numbers take the feminine form when the noun counted is 
masculine in gender. They take the masculine form when the noun 
counted is feminine, e.g. 

JL>j U'Mj three men; <■ L*J cJ% three women. 
This anomaly is common to other Semitic languages. 

b) Normally, these numbers are placed in front of the noun to which 
they apply and which takes the plural in the genitive case, e.g. 

JL>j 2jyu three men (lit. a triad of men). 

c) When the noun counted is definite or annexated, the number is 
often placed after it, like an adjective, e.g. 

LJoiJ I c-3j I the five books. 

Ju*«>iJ I Jlojv | oca Ahmad's five books. 
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16. THE CARDINAL NUMBERS (3) 



d) If the numbers 3 to 10 are placed in front of a noun, they natural- 
ly lose their tanwfn. 

e) When they are placed in front of a noun, they are declined and 
take the same case, i.e. nominative, accusative, or dative-genitive, that 
the noun would have taken in the sentence, if it had not been counted. 
The noun itself is placed in the genitive plural, e.g. 

o*>U? 'iT^j JcS^o three students speak. 



Uyh AjyJ ±3j£. I / know three students. 

^Sjb aj'*^j' *-o JiisJ I / speak with three students. 



3)11 to 19 

w u w n ^o u \r \r u 

a) Eleven and twelve, jJLc uj'j < jJLc i>\ masculine, 
SjJLc uii I . ftjJLt ^i>l feminine, agree in gender with the noun count- 
ed, e.g. 

IjJj j-Lc LuI jl j-Lc Jcv| //or 12 boys. 

Ljj 6j-l£ uJul j I Sj-lc (jJ^>] 7/ or 12 girls. 



(■ 
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16. THE CARDINAL NUMBERS (4) 



b) The gender of the units in the compound numbers from 3 to 9 is 
reversed, i.e. it follows the rule set out under 2) a), but the ten agrees in 
gender with the noun counted, e.g. 

IjJj jZ*s- Ju*«)jv 15 boys; LiJ SjJLc u ***> 15 girls. 

c) The numerals 11 to 19 are not declined. They always carry a 
fatfa even when they take an article, with the exception of the unit of the 
number 12, e.g. 

Uj I and "bjAc uJu I whose oblique cases take the form 
l? Ij I and Sj-Lc ^^j] • 

d) These numbers are followed by a noun in the accusative singu- 
lar, as in the examples above. 

4)10 

a) It should be noted that, when jJLc and IjJlc are used alone, 
their gender is reversed in relation to the noun counted. When they are 
used in a compound number, i.e. 11 to 19, they agree in gender with the 
noun counted, e.g. 
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16. THE CARDINAL NUMBERS (5) 

JL>j "ijJL£. 10 men; ^A>j jJLc L^oi- 15 men. 

* s ' } O s ?%■ s Q ss Q s s s 

*■ L*J jJLc 70 women; 'i\y>\ SjJLc j+uJ> 15 women. 

b) The ji of jJLc, without ttfrnafbuta, takes 5ufc&% when jJLc 
is used alone. In compound numbers, the J^ takes a /a#?a, e.g. 

jLs. ten; jJLc '<L+uJ>- fifteen. 

c) The ji of IJj-lc, with ts'marbuta, takes a /a$a; when SjJLc is 
used alone. It takes a #«&& when used in compound numbers, i.e. the 
reverse of jJLc, e.g. 

SjJLc te/7; SjJLc j**o> fifteen. 

5) 20 to 90. 

<\. a. v. v o. i. r. r. 

a) The tens from 20 to 90 are used in both the masculine and femi- 
nine forms and are declined like nouns in the sound masculine plural, i.e. 
with jj_ in the nominative and uj- in the oblique cases. 

b) As from 20, the numbers between the tens are formed by placing 
the unit before the ten and joining them with the conjunction j , e.g. 
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16. THE CARDINAL NUMBERS (6) 



s f o s J , 



jj^e-j 4J'*&' twenty three. 
Both elements are declined. 

c) The numbers from 20 to 90, just as those from 11 to 19, are fol- 
lowed by a noun in the accusative singular. 

(6) 100 to 900. 

<\.. a., v.. v. 6.. i> • r. . r. . ^. . 

a) (i) Il«, hundred, is often written ajL>, but the t ahf is not pro- 

j - " 
nounced. L'lo remains invariable, as do all the hundreds. 

(ii) The numeral 100 is followed by a noun in the genitive singular, 

e.g. 

oLo L c La 100 books; ii** L'L> 100 years. 

(iii) When it is followed immediately by the noun, it loses its 

b) (i) j&L> 200, invariable. 

(ii) The number 200 loses its j when it is immediately followed by 
a noun, e.g. 
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16. THE CARDINAL NUMBERS (7) 

(iii) jujLo, like 4jL>, is followed by a noun in the genitive singular 
(see examples above). 

c) (i) 300 to 900. The number jJu being feminine, the numbers 
from 3 to 9 which precede it to form the hundreds from 300 to 900 take 
the masculine form and are often joined into one word, e.g. 

L'LJ'*^' 300, even though the correct form is L'L> £jyu. 

(ii) The number AjLo is feminine, therefore the three in 300 does 
not have a ta'mafbuta. 

(iii) The numbers from 300 to 900 are followed by a noun in the 
genitive singular. 

(iv) In compound numbers above 100, the noun follows the rule ap- 
plied to the last element. For example, in 103 men, the rule for three 
must be applied and therefore the noun must be in the genitive plural. 

7) 1,000 and upwards 

a) <j3] 1, 000 and jUO I 2,000 follow the same rule as ailo 100 
and jlliLo 200. 
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16. THE CARDINAL NUMBERS (8) 

(A) '£LH\ aCuVl (H 

b) ojI is a masculine noun. Its plural is either o 21 1 or oyl. It 
follows the same rule applied to the numbers from 3 to 10, 11 to 19, 100 
to 900, e.g. 

^Si\ aj*^j' three thousand. 

LaJ I jJLc ij "^j thirteen thousand. 

oj| L c LJ'*^i three hundred thousand. 

c) When oj|, is immediately followed by a noun, whether it is in 
the singular, the dual or the plural, it loses its tanwfn, and is followed by a 
noun in the genitive singular, e.g. 

oll^ o*^l fetf 3,000 books. 
uil^ Li31 ^lil aj"^j 13,000 books. 
oils' o3 1 aJLJ*^ 300,000 books. 

d) Remark. When it is immediately followed by a noun, jlDl, like 
jll3L>, loses its j, e.g. 

oils' GO I 2,000 books; oils' I1jL» 200 books. 
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16. THE CARDINAL NUMBERS (9) 



8)1,000,000 

This number follows the same rule as for <J} I 1,000. 

9) The numbers composed of thousands, hundreds, tens, and units 
can be formed in two different ways: either in descending order or in as- 
cending order. In both cases, the units are placed in front of the tens. 

a) Descending order: the thousands are placed first, followed by the 
hundreds, then the units and the tens, each linked by the conjunction j , 
e.g. 

jj^jCj ajlumj AjLo....,ho.>j k_i 2) ajuuj 9,537; or 

b) Ascending order: the units are placed first, followed by the tens, 
then the hundreds and the thousands, each linked by the conjunction j , 
e.g. 

However, this practice is not used in modern Arabic. 
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17. THE ORDINAL NUMBERS 



2 $ O $ , . 2 .s Q Z 



i~J^I ilJLfiVI (W 



^Si O il . , J 1 ./ f 



I^J^JI iljLC*^l the Ordinal numbers from 2nd to 10th derive, 
more or less, from the corresponding cardinal numbers and follow the 
pattern Jxli. 

1st is an exception, as it is an elative, i.e. a comparative and a su- 
perlative, e.g. 

J j I instead of Jj 1 1 masculine singular, 

jjjjl sound masculine plural; 

'< r ^ 

JJIjl broken masculine plural; 

'1 \ 

^Jj\ feminine singular; 

V * 

Jjl broken feminine plural. 

Masculine 
XSfi #76? //AS/ 

^ uJ I //7e second (indef . , j u) 
ijlifi the third 
gffl the fourth 



Feminine 

LJuJI the second 
aUlil the third 
Juul^JI the fourth 



O 
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17. THE ORDINAL NUMBERS (2) 

(Y) ZJ}}\ aCuYl (\V 



l^* 4 - 



Ikfl //?£? /////? 



(j^iLJ! the sixth 



*u«i 



lljl the sixth 



e 



LJI the seventh 



^uJ! the eighth 



CT 



Gdi the ninth 



S* 



il*3l the tenth 



ajuLJ! the seventh 
aj-olD! the eighth 
ajtyuuJI the ninth 
ftj-ilxJl the tenth 



After 10th, the ordinal numbers are used like cardinals, except 
when they are composed of the above-mentioned numbers, which take 
the normal form in the two genders. 

The two parts of the ordinal numbers from 11th to 19th are not de- 
clined. All the cases take a /a0a. 



masculine 

j-iLt (jilkjl the eleventh 
jAz ^llJI the twelfth 
dJLtJl the thirteenth 
*j)J\ the fourteenth 



ss o 

3 



s- s- s- ** .& 



feminine 

L i L>J I //?e eleventh 
SuJlifl the twelfth 
aUlifi the thirteenth 
ajulj! the fourteenth 



SS 

s 



O 
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17. THE ORDINAL NUMBERS (3) 



The ordinal numbers from 20th to 90th are the same as the cardi- 
nal numbers, e.g. 

jjj^s. twentieth jjj-lxll the twentieth 

The ordinal numbers between the tens as from 20th are formed by 
placing the units in front of the tens and joining the two elements with the 
conjunction j , e.g: 

Masculine Feminine 

j jj-IaJ Ij <y 0) I /fte 22rw/ j jj-i*J I j 2-J UJ I //?e 22nd 

s S- s fi s* s s fi 0, s ?■ s S* s 

j j jAjd I j dJ Lt) I the 23rd j j Jl*) I j a^J LtJ I the 23rd 

The ordinal numbers are treated as adjectives. They agree in case, 
except for those from 1 1th to 19th, in gender, in the definite and indefi- 
nite with the noun, e.g. 

■£ s s 2 s 9- 3- S* 3- Si 3- 3- *• 

IJU' aJJ (JiJltJ! t_Jlk!l (j-j-b the third student studies a 

second language. 
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18. THE ADJECTIVE 



CojJI j I aX^JI the Adjective is used to denote a state or condition 
and quality. There are seven types of adjectives which we have already 
studied, or will study, each one in detail. They are: 

1) JxlaJl *-J active participle; 

2) JjjuuJI *-J passive participle; 

3) ^^-J'^jJI iJud! ordinal number; 

4) Jjjtlj I **g I assimilate adjective; 

5) aJJ LJ I *-j I intensive adjective; 

6) J^JaiJI *-uil e/ative, i.e. comparative and superlative; 

7) ju-^jJI *-J relative adjective. 

The adjective which comes after its substantive agrees with it in 
gender, number, case, the indefinite and the definite, except for the com- 
parative which is used only in the masculine singular. 

As regards the adjective whose substantive is an irrational plural, 
i.e. plural of animal and things, it is used in the feminine singular. 
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18. THE ADJECTIVE (2) 

(Y) 'cl&,\ yiLS\ (\A 



Examples: 



a) Ji^ki LJU? b) s'^kJl JuJllJl 



j> .» >» 



c) uUJllLlSfll d) j^oGi' 



^ j* ,? j>j> 



^JjIJI 0*^501 6J-A- V^ 



a) a hard-working student, masc. sing., dual and plur.; 

b) the hard-working student, fern, sing., dual and plur.; 

c) the nice dog, sing., dual and plur.; 

d) an interesting book, sing., dual and plur. Take note of the agreement 
of the adjective with its substantive, and compare groups a) and b) 
with groups c) and d). 
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19. THEELATIVE 

# J 1 

The Elative, or the Comparative and the Superlative, is formed by 
eliminating all the additional letters, and by following the pattern 

When the second and third radicals are identical, the form is 

$ - £ f ^ o %■ 

f»frl (for **a|). 

The elative is always formed from the three radicals. It is formed 
from words with more than three consonants and the words of the form 
Jxs I for colors and defects by using 

JS\ more, JJI less, Juil stronger, followed by a noun in the ac- 
cusative (a verbal noun as a rule), e.g. 

UwL*J j£ I more tolerant, from w-oLj 

^ ** & ** <r *■ s Q s 

VLJc-J JJI /ess used, from J«»jc*J 

"tj*> Juil redder (lit. stronger as to redness). 
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19. THE ELATIVE (2) 



The elative is used only in the masculine singular. The superlative 
is used as an adjective, with the feminine form (jUi. Consequently, it 
agrees in gender and number with the noun to which it refers, e.g. 
Singular Dual Plural 

Masculine ^Sl jLrP' <JJ,/pl 

Feminine tjj£ OKjr ^v.j^ 

However, instead of using the superlative, the Arabs prefer to use 

the elative as a noun, followed by a genitive, rather than as an adjective, 

e.g. 

jlL*J I ^ jQJj j^ I _^ y_ \j+s February is the shortest 



month of the year 
instead of ii*JI ^ j^a^i\ j4*iJl j& jvjf 
though the latter is permissible. 

If the second part of the comparison is not a noun, but a whole sen- 
tence or an adverbial determination, it is preceded by 

i* i' ° ° 

La-o (for Lo j^), with a verb or the preposition ^a with an attached 

pronoun, e.g. 
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19. THEELATIVE (3) 

m j , :Jt\\ '{j m 



j-^l jlLo »jJI J-a>l j-JLaJI //7e weather is more beautiful 
today than it was yesterday (lit. //?a/7 it yesterday), or 
U mj>\ jo L »jJI J^l joJikll (lit. than it was yesterday). 

Note that the elative is equivalent to the comparative of superiority 
and to the relative superlative. It does not include the comparative of 
equality. 



<J Back to the Exercise L)> 



Contents 

50 



20. THE VERBAL SENTENCE 



A verbal sentence is a sentence which starts with a verb followed 
by its subject. The normal sentence order in Arabic is for the verb to 
come first. 

It is especially noted that when the verb in the third person 
comes before the subject, it is always in the masculine or feminine 
singular according to its subject. In other words, the verb preceding 
its subject agrees with it in gender, but not in number. 

Compare the two verbs, preceding and following the subject, in the 
sentence below: 



* fia^ss ^s £s » a ? o s * »o^ss fits fi a. » o , 



a^wsjj O LJbuJ I { uA>u j j^JiSsjj j j-gJjtoJ I ^juJ^u 



77?e teacher sits and writes (fern, and masc, sing., dual and plur.). 
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21. THE DECLENSION 
OF THE FIVE NOUNS 

The words o I a /a#76^ r I a brother, *> a father-in-law, ap- 
pended to a noun or to an affixed pronoun other than the first person of 
the singular, after rejecting the tanwin decline by lengthening the preced- 
ing vowel, e.g. 



j> ? _ f f 5 



Nom. 6ja> ij>\ tjj\ 

Acc. »Ljv »L>| i\j\ 

Gen. a r^ v ***"! ^ ' 

The word ji cwnevor possessor of a thing, which is always con- 
nected to a following substasntive in the genitive, has in the accusative 
case IS, and in the genitive case ^5; whilst *i, the mouth, which is used 
instead of iji or ij£, becomes either 

Gen. Acc. Nom. 

*j or ^ *s or Is ^ or jj 
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22-23. ADVERBS OF TIME 
AND PLACE 



.& .. * 



ol£JljoCoj)lo> (Yr-YY 

1) jujJl ^}J? the Adverb of time is a noun used to explain the 

time in or during which an act takes place. It is an answer to the question 

when?, e.g. 

%J »Ljj IjlfJ J-oju we work during the daytime and 

sleep at night. 

2) jliCJI ^}Jfi the Adverb of place is a noun used to explain the 
place where an act takes place. It is an answer to the question where?, 
e.g. 

- - St ? 

\j> j I \j*j j I [^ JLJ 1 1~*> I / like to travel by sea, by land 

or by air. 
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24. STATE OR CONDITION 

jb-JI State or condition or the Circumstantial accusative, i.e. 
an accusative expressing a state or condition of the object in actual con- 
nection with those acts. In other words, it is an object expressing a tran- 
sitory state, though it may also be permanent. 

JL?JI is used to describe the condition ox circumstance obtaining at 
the time when the action of the main verb takes place. It it is put in the 
accusative. 

a) It is ordinarily indefinite and derived. It may be an active or a pas- 
sive participle, e.g. 

I Jl9 \j 7tjjL*j he is resting lying down. 
\jjj^j> _/Lj he travels pleased. 

b) It is mainly expressed with one word, as in the previous exam- 
ple, but it could be a verbal or a nominal sentence, e.g. 

CwJ I j-o £j>uj <^-t\j I saw him going out of the house. 
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24. STATE OR CONDITION (2) 

mteJitri 



****> ^ji JJilgJLj ajwUJl (wJlUI jiUu /fte student /eaves the 

university with his diploma in his pocket. 

j is a connector, as there should be either j or an affixed pronoun 
or both to connect them with JL?Jl (w*>C? the subject or object of the 
action to which JlkJl refers. 
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25. SPECIFICATION 



9- & s 



j^lJI Specification is an indefinite substantive placed immedi- 
ately after the preposition of which it limits or defines the predicate. It is 
put in the accusative. If you say: 

*xbj Cu^l / bought a pound, 

one does not understand what you mean by a pound, which could 
be a pound of tomatoes, sugar, or anything, unless you specify it, for 
example, by saying: 

Lj»J yd? j CujSJi] I bought a pound of meat. 

Specification may also be expressed with annexation, or with the 

o 

preposition l y», e.g. 

6j^s LL>tL3 <-*ij-i or 6j^s j^-3 or sj^aJ! j-o LL*ls 
/ drank a cup of coffee. 

There are various kinds of specification: 
1) Specification of weight, as in the previous example, and meas- 
ure, e.g. 
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25. SPECIFICATION (2) 

(Y) wfl(Tfl 



^ 0^-^-0 



Ut*~J I ^ Co j^-i I / bought a meter of cloth. 

2) Specification after -5 , e.g. 

iiD bJjJf how many children do you have? 

3) Specification of number: 

a) the genitive plural after the cardinal numbers from 3 to 10, e.g. 
i^j I ajju J he has three children. 

b) the accusative singular after the cardinal numbers from 1 1 to 99, 
e.g. 

pj-— i\ ^ jlcL« ayt;jl jjA&j-Jl J***j officials work forty 

hours a week. 

c) the genitive singular after the cardinal numbers 100 and 1000, 
e.g. 

jJac AJU juj«-jj>JI sJ^ p Uatl iJtc *Jlj the members of the associ- 
ation are 100 in number. 
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26. THE ACTIVE PARTICIPLE 

JxlSJlllj (H 

J^Qjl *-J The Active participle is a noun formed to indicate that 
which performs the action. It has two types: 

1) It is of the form J-cli for the simple triliteral verb, by infixing a 
lengthening t atlf after the first radical, and giving a kasraXo the second 
radical, e.g. 

i^Ju writing, writer, from i r ^S to write. 
j-JU- sitting, from jJi^ tos#. 
y^b gcw?^ from o^i tog>a 
J Lc scholar, scientist, from Jlc to Anew. 

2) It is formed from the derived forms of the triliteral verb in the im- 
perfect by substituting the phoneme -o for the prefix of this tense, and 
by giving kasraXo the consonant before last, e.g. 

Juw teacher, teaching, from the imperfect Jbu . 
jiL*^ travelling, from the imperfect ji L«j . 
j^a^Lo victorious, from the imperfect s<aJSj . 

i? ' sQ f fi C-P - 

Jn»xLu^o user, from the imperfect j^jcl 



•mmJ 
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27. THE PASSIVE PARTICIPLE 

jjiUijlLi (YV 

JjaUI j^uiI The Passive participle is a noun formed to indicate 
the action of the verb which the subject experiences. There are two 
types: 

1 ) the pattern is J^jlL>. It is formed by prefixing the phoneme 

-o to the simple triliteral verb, an infixing a lengthening waw j , preced- 
ed by (famma after the second radical, e.g. 

ojj^o written, from <~^S to write. 

ryJiA open, from *jJ to open. 

cijjjw known, from J/, to know. 

Jj4>v> unknown, from J^> not to know, ignore. 

2) It is formed from the derived forms of the triliteral verb in the im- 
perfect by substituting the phoneme -o to the prefix of this tense, and by 
giving fatfia to the consonant before the last, e.g. 

JiLo organized, from the imperfect J2I1 . 
jJuw closed, from the imperfect JJLju . 
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28. THE NOUN OF INSTRUMENT 

iWlJl-J (YA 

aJ*^l *-J The Noun of instrument describes the instrument with 
which the action is carried out. It resembles the noun of time and place, 
beginning with the riBm -a , but this letter is vowelled with kasra instead 
of fatfa It takes the form of: 

Ju«jl« , aJuuLo and JjuLo , e.g. 
r LjLo /re/, from *£S to open. 
rL^2j> lamp, from t^? to beam. 
L*3Lo broom, from j-Ja to sweep. 
4Jl*Lo spoon, from J*J to //c/r. 
Jul^o elevator, from Jul^ to go up. 
^joIa scissors, from Ly a3 to cut. 

The other forms, mainly aJUo and Juo , were added recently by 
the (linguistic) Academy, e.g. 
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29. DIPTOTES 



Undefined substantives and adjectives are, in the singular number, 
either triptotes or diptotes. 

Triptotes are those which have three terminations to indicate the 

different cases, viz _ in the nominative, _ in the accusative, and 

in the dative and genitive. 

Diptotes are those which have only two terminations, viz _ in 
the nominative, and _ in the accusative, dative and genitive, and take 
no tanwfn. 

The following types of noun are diptotes: 

1) Broken plurals of the following forms: 

J^lXo as ouliC offices, plur. of ^3U 
J^LLa as tl^jL^a lamps, plur. of rL« 
JJLui as JjLij letters, plur. of lil^j 
J^clji as £fljl? stamps, plur. of *^ll? 

and other broken plurals of similar forms. 

2) Broken plurals which end in hamza preceded by aHf mamduda, 
e.g. 
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29. DIPTOTES (2) 

( Y ) (J JLaJ I ^6 pjZwJ I ( Y S 



**X*i as * lj jj ministers, plur. of ^jjj 
**x*sl as *liJus>l friends, plur. of Jj-U? 

3) Broken plurals which end in f ahfmaq$ura: 
^Jjd as ^-^a sick people, plur. of ja/ 

^Ui as ^uj orphans, plur. of *-jl> 

4) Also the following plurals: 
J j I first, plural of Jjl 

j>\ others, plural of J*\ 
pLil things, plural of ^^ 

5) The following feminine forms: 
<= lj-*> rec/; { J*h& thirsty; 

(j^p i remembrance; ^jS greatest. 

6) The masculine singular elative, color and defect (physical or mo- 
ral) nouns of the form J^o I and their feminine *'}Lfc3 ! e.g. 

j-i I bigger; yLil M?/?c/; 
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29. DIPTOTES (3) 



uJ* I hunchback; ^> I stupid, silly. 

7) Most proper names, whether personal or geographical, e.g. 
Jlojv| Ahmad; ju-JL< Sulaiman; 

LiJLc ^A'isha; iLu* Su^ad; 

Ho f 

j^za Egypt; o^-uh Pa/vs. 

8) Adjectives of the form 

j*A«i whose feminine is ^Lxi, e.g. 

> s O s s O s 

jUj> hungry, whose feminine is <_£■£>> 

9) The numerals which end in s when used alone as pure num- 
bers, e.g. 

aJX' cix^? aj^u £/s //?e double of 3. 

s s$ J> s £ > - s 

Jo-Ijj 2jj* j-o jii I aj«^« 7 is more than 6 by one. 

10) Distributive numerals of the form 
Jjuls and JL*i, e.g 
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29. LES DIPTOTES (4) 



L? lLo two by two, cJ^kj three by three. 

1 1) In compound proper names of the class called 

and the second follows the diptote declension, e.g. 
dLJuu Baalbek; Cjy>j^> Hadhramaut; 
-jjJl^j or -j>J Cwu Bethlehem. 



uJy compound, the first word is usually not declined at all, 



Note that diptotes are treated as triptotes when they are made defi- 
nite by the article, by an affixed pronoun or by annexation, e.g. 



Norn. JujJl ^'dU 4j3wdLo ^oJliCJl 

ACC. JlijJ! t-J'li^a 4*iwl5>-a n r *J'l5'wJI 

Gen. Ju^JI (wJ'l5s^ 4 J>wl5\»o KwJ'lS^aJI 
the offices, your offices, post offices. 
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30. THE COMPLEMENT OF CAUSE 

ui>v JjjuuJi (r. 



jJl> 2 JjjtLJ! the Complement of cause is a verbal noun in the 
accusative mentioned after the verb to express aim or purpose. It is 
the answer to the question why? e.g. 

the child does not play with the dog, because he is afraid of him. 

//7e student studies hard hoping to pass the exam. 

•H S Q S ? S S 2 $ 2 Oy/ 

people lie because they are ashamed to tell the truth. 

4-o jJ CJjJU L ; ....,J> <"j^JI J~««Aj 



ewe ^/77a^ ww/rs />? crater to ear/7 o/?e's frz/s,) livelihood. 

<Loj5s^JI jui? L>L?-jc>I OkJuiJI jjtlajo 
the people demonstrate in order to protest against the government. 

/r/e State grants a scholarship to students in order to encourage 
them to study. 
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31. THE ABSOLUTE OBJECT 

jlLjl JjlUl the Absolute object is a verbal noun in the accu- 
sative repeated after the same verb in order to: 

1) give stress, e.g. 

Aax Jujju he does work. 

2) describe the manner of the action, qualified by an adjective, e.g. 
ljl> ^UL^-J jJul^iI he welcomed him warmly {\\\. he welcomed 

him a warm welcome). 

In this connection, it must be mentioned that Arabic has no ad- 
verbs. 

The adverbial concept is obtained by using adjectives mostly and 
nouns in the accusative case, e.g. 

LJli always, from the adjective *jli lasting, perpetual, perma- 
nent. 

Lijd soon, shortly from the adjective u^jy near, close. 

^ujb a long time, from the adjective ^^ long. 

u> really, truly, from the noun J> truth, right. 

l*J? of course.' certain/yi from the noun ^J? natural disposition, 
temper, nature, character. 
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32. THE CONCOMITATE OBJECT 

? s s f> S> s Qs 

4JW JjjXJUJI (VY 



2 - - * L Ho. 



JjjtUl the Concomitate object or the object in connection 
with which something is done is a noun in the accusative, put after j 
used to mean with, by or during, as: 

Sj-^J \j jyxJ I / wa//r along the lake. 

' < ° f ♦ c ' ^ ° ^ 

lH l ' ' j u-" J ■* I / sft/oy ^mag the night. 

o Os s s > o t- t ^ > 

j^jjJIjj szj 21 jiL-j children travel along with their 

parents. 
"<£hs. ^i oJdUJ I ^ Jl^jj <JI?j1J I u«Aij V /fte employee does 
not go on vacation at the same time as his colleague at work. 
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33. THE VOCATIVE 

(jiLJI the person or the thing called, or the Vocative, is gener- 
ally preceded by one of the * IjJI <~}jj> interjections. The most com- 
mon is L . It requires after it a noun not defined by the article, and which 
is put sometimes in the nominative, sometimes in the accusative. 

1) It is put in the nominative without tanwm : 

a) If it is a proper name, e.g. 

Jloj»^o l> O Muhammad/ <ui?l3 L OFatjmah! 

b) When the particular person or thing called is indefinite and direct- 
ly addressed, e.g. 

jjj C O boy! Jul* C O Mister! 

2) It is put in the accusative: 

a) If it is followed by a genitive, e.g. 
a-uyJ I Juw Li O Arabic teacher! 
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33. THE VOCATIVE (2) 

(Y) ,/a£Jl (VT 



b) If it is assimilated to the noun annexated, e.g. 
L US' U j U L /Oi/ who are reading a book! 

c) When the person or the thing called is indefinite and is not direct- 
ly addressed, e.g. 

LaL^o d\jjsjj y>*>\ IjiL*^ L traveller, make your 

reservations in advance! 
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34. EXCEPTION 



The commonest way of expressing Exception <■ tHi^Vl is by 
using the particle VI . 

In Exception, two important elements are involved: the thing or 
person excepted and the Generality, e.g. 

ljuji VI o*xkJI * U the students came, apart from Fafid. 

Thus, FaHd'\s the exception, and /fte students are the generality. 

The exception, as regards cases, is considered of three kinds: 

1) It is put in the accusative, when the proposition is in the affirma- 
tive, and the general term is mentioned, as shown in the previous exam- 
ple. 

2) the exception may be put either in the accusative, or in the same 
case as the generality, when the preposition is negative and the generali- 
ty is mentioned, e.g 

Juji j I ljuji VI o'xk) Ul> Ia no students came apart fromFafld. 
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35. LA THAT DENIES 
THE WHOLE GENUS 

j-JjJj LJul V la that denies the whole genus, in the same 
way that j! introduces the subject of the nominal sentence in the accu- 
sative, is called the noun of ^ . It is always indefinite with no tenwln. The 
predicate may be omitted, when it has been sufficiently indicated, as 
when one asks: 

\ Jjljl ^ S> I [sJub Jjb is there anyone in the house? ox 

\ f-^ dll* JJb /s there something? 
and you reply: 

^ ^ s s %■ 

t^ ^ i J>l *tf nobody, nothing. 



<J Back to the Exercise L)> 



Contents 

71 



36. EXCLAMATION 

* 2 ., 4 ., 

(H 



The Arabic language possesses two forms for expressing 
(w-^jcJI surprise ox wonder, i.e. Exclamation: 

1) The third person masculine singular perfect of the verb of the 

, s O £ 

form Jjts I , (which is the same as the form of the comparative in the 
accusative case) preceded by Co followed by the subject in the accu- 
sative, i.e. the object that causes surprise, wonder or exclamation, e.g. 

*> s ^ •- s s Q $■ s 

! aJL -L>J I ^ji ijjJ I ^«> I U what nice roses there are in the gar- 
den! 

2) The second person masculine singular imperative of the form 
JjoI followed by the preposition o with the genitive, e.g. 

! dlLJt^j *p I what a generous person your friend is! 
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37-38-39. THE ABBREVIATED, 

THE PROLONGED 

AND THE DEFECTIVE 



?, ? a - a , f c 



1) jj^LJl The Abbreviated is a noun ending with sjj^aU! <Jl*i\ 
'ahfmaqsiura, bfif that can be abbreviated, which can be a regular ahf 
as in Uax. a sto/f or an t ahfmaq$ura as in ,jJus> a/7 6>c/?a 

The a1ifmaq$ura is ^ without the two dots, put at the end of a 
word, after a /a$a pronounced like alif, e.g. 

^^Jlc 0/7; ^jZ* when; ^^JLo to i^a//r; ^\j to see. 

However, it turns into a) a real <j , with two dots if it is followed by 
a pronoun, in a preposition, or b) into a regular ahf, e.g. 

a) <lJ I t_*o I / i/wto ft? /7//T7; b) 6 IjJ n/e see /7/>?7. 

The abbreviated stays the same in all cases, e.g. 

s s s s s 2 s 

(i) ^^aJl lia j& <y> who is this young man? 

s s s s 9- £ 

(ii) l$ zjj I cil) 3 tijX. I / know that young man. 
(iii) 1 jju I *-o J£j I / speak with the young man. 
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37-38-39. THE ABBREVIATED.THE PROLONGED 
AND THE DEFECTIVE (2) 



2) ijJuiuJl the Prolonged is a noun ending in a hamza, preceded 
by an 'ahf. It declines regularly, e.g. 

if s s fi s $ s- 

'<LJLz> <■ Lm*J I the sky is clear. 

*^> Lc 6 UL£ dU ( _ ? 1<J I / w/s/? yew a speedy recovery. 

sot s 2 s o s 

(■ Lj*^ I ^J\ ^.a-v-J i/i/e //sto/7 to toe /raws. 



3) ^jJLJ! the Defective is a noun ending in <j , e.g. 

^^li judge; ^b-o lawyer; ^Jli. expensive. 
In the nominative and genitive cases, the ,j of the defective, when 
indefinite, disappears but reappears in the accusative, e.g. 

JoXb Jo^j a judge speaks. 
L^li o^l I know a judge. 
jj? b *-o J6o* I / spea/r w/to a y^ge. 
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37-38-39. THE ABBREVIATED.THE PROLONGED 
AND THE DEFECTIVE (3) 



When defined by the article J I or by annexation, the <j of the de- 
fective is written, but is not expressed in the nominative and genitive. It is 
expressed only in the accusative, e.g 

nLaJ I L$ ^? li j I L$ ^? UJ I Jonjj the judge or the justice of the 

peace speaks. 

«LaJ I ^j^ l£ j I ^^ ID I *-o JSj I / spea/r w///7 the judge or the 

justice of the peace. 

tJl^J I ^^ li j I ^j^ UJ I lJjX. I / know the judge or the justice of 

the peace. 
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40. SPECIFICATION OR 
PARTICULARISATION 

9- s O s 

^i.^T^-VI ( i ♦ 

s- Q *■ 

(j^La^^l Specification is the name given to a noun in the ac- 
cusative preceded by a pronoun - generally of the first, rarely of the sec- 
ond person - referring to it, without any verb intervention. The specifica- 
tion or the particularisation is the noun which the pronoun represents and 
to which the statement made refers. It is to be explained by an ellipsis of 
i j^£.\ I mean, or u ^>-\ /specify. It must always be determined by the 
article or by annexation, e.g. 

o^OL) I i ^6 we, the students. 

Lu^nJl aJdJI <jyb i y6 we, the students of Arabic. 
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41-42. NOUN OF TIME AND PLACE 

jlSCJlj jCjJI 111 (1Y-1> 

jliCJIj (jCsjJI |«— «l The Noun of time and place expresses the 
place where the action of the verb is accomplished, or the time or occa- 
sion of the action. 

It is formed like the imperfect active of the first form of the verb, by 
substituting the syllable -o for the prefix, and giving to the second radi- 
cal fatfra, if the imperfect has fatha or tfamma; and iasra, if the imperfect 
has kasra, or if the verb has j wawas a first radical. Such nouns are near- 
ly always of the form 

jjula or DuuLo, or aJuuLa, e.g. 

o3U office, from cJ» to write. 

J-uw factory, from J«>x to i/i/cv/f. 

L^jJuo school, from ^ji to study. 

Jj^e house, from JjJ to descend. 

r~^>y> place, from x^?j to p/ace. 
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41-42. NOUN OF TIME AND PLACE (2) 



JlCj^> appointment, from Jlcj to promise. 
oyw West, from o^ ft?s6tf(sun). 

For the derived forms, the passive participle takes the place of the 
noun of time and place, e.g. 

^.JlJlo a meeting place, from { Jsijj\ to meet. 
t^Llz*** a hospital, from ^^Lli^) to seek a cure. 
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43. THE NOMINA VICIS 



* "' °L t * ° 



'ijd\ *-J Nomina vicis, is a noun that expresses the doing of an 
action once. Or again, it is a noun that indicates the number of times the 
action has taken place. 

1 ) If derived from the simple triliteral verb, it has the form of aJuo , 
e.g. 

"ijaj ZJ I JaJ he looked at him once. 

olii cjyJ cii'l^JI Ji the telephone rang three times. 

2) It is derived from the augmented forms by adding the feminine 
termination I to the verbal noun, e.g. 

6^*^ 0*2 loJCl^ I ajLo.n.V.,.,,4.' /7(9 <7c?/5 A77«3A7y t/S(9S Ot// C>f it. 

6 i.JuCLa o I i ULJ I .lajjj /7e makes many criticisms. 
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44. THE NOUN OF KIND OR 
THE NOUN OF MANNER 

iL^JI a-J J I C^UI a-J ( it 



aL^JI |«-ui] j I ^jlll |«-ui] the Noun of kind or the Noun of manner 
is a noun that indicates the manner of doing what is expressed by the 
verb. Or again, it indicates the manner in which the action takes place. 

1) It is derived from the simple triliteral verb, and has the form of 
aLi, e.g. 

jJalaJ I ix?w> cil^slbj he laughs like a child. 

»VI "bjaj Jib Ji J] jJaJtf she looks at every child like 

a mother. 

2) It is derived from the derived forms by adding the feminine termi- 
nation "i to the verbal noun, e.g. 

j^i I aJ Ljllm I JlJllui I he welcomed him like a prince. 
JcvljJl J>^l iLbubJl jJuUnj (w-juLJI jjliixj! #7e whole nation 

rose up like one single man. 
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45. THE CONNECTED ADJECTIVE 



<^*1*JI cJuJI the Connected adjective. The adjective may refer to 
the substantive either directly (in which case it is a simple adjective), e.g. 

oJig-o jJj j& he is a well-educated boy; 
or indirectly, by virtue of a following word which is connected with it, e.g. 

<u> I L Jl§-o jJj j> he is a boy whose mother is well educated. 



In the latter case, the adjective belongs, as a prefixed predicate, to 
the following noun with which it agrees only in gender; whereas it agrees 
with the preceding substantive in case and in respect of the indefinite 
and the definite, only by attraction. Yet the adjective is still left in the sin- 
gular, even if the following noun to which it belongs is in the dual or plu- 
ral, just like a verb, when it precedes the subject, agrees with it only in 
gender, not in number, e.g. 

UjLu I / Uuj]/ lfj[ Juc^o "t I ^ol ^ she is a woman whose 

son/two sons/sons are educated. 
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45. THE CONNECTED ADJECTIVE (2) 

(Y) ^IjIcJcJl Uo 



The following noun must contain an affixed personal pronoun. Oth- 
erwise, the connected adjective becomes a simple adjective, as in: 

*j£ ty\ JJ j y> he is a boy whose father is generous. 

On the other hand, if the substantive precedes the adjective, as in 
the previous example, the second substantive and the adjective which 
follows it really form together a nominal sentence, of which the substan- 
tive is the subject, and the adjective the predicate; and consequently 
both remain in the nominative, as in a regular nominal sentence. 
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46. MASDAR 
VERBAL NOUN OR INFINITIVE 



Ul (i*\ 



j 



?■ s ^ 0^- 

jJu^JI Mapdar means an origin, a source, the place from where 
anything goes forth, where it originates, because most Arab grammari- 
ans derive the compound idea of the finite verb from the simple idea of 
the substantive. We may compare with it the Greek infinitive used with 
the article as a substantive. 

This word designates an abstract declinable verbal noun, which, in 
general, has no dual, nor plural, and which expresses an action or a 
manner of being with no idea of time, number or person. 

It is so termed because some grammarians consider it as the 
source from which the verb derives. However, other grammarians con- 
sider the verb in the perfect, mainly the 3rd person masculine singular, 
as being the etymological root, because it contains only the radical let- 
ters, e.g. J>i he entered, he has entered, whereas the verbal noun not 
infrequently has a letter or more of increase, e.g. Jj>i which is the ver- 
bal noun of Jio . 

It is called a verbal noun, because, again, it has two uses: 

1) As a verb, it has its own object, e.g. 
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46. MA&DAR 

VERBAL NOUN OR INFINITIVE (2) 

(Y) j'jLJI (iV 

^j jj I oJ QJ I *4aJ jj^** u» JifcJ I //?6> teacher is pleased, because 
the student understands the lesson (lit. the teacher is pleased for the un- 
derstanding of the student the lesson). 

The verbal noun -_gi understanding has both a subject 0JU2JI 
the student, and an object ^jjJ! the lesson. While the subject is put in 
the genitive, the object goes into the accusative. 

2) As a noun, because in modern Arabic, we may speak about 
J.^.u.J.v coordination, but it is really the verbal noun of J-*J to coordi- 
nate. 

There is also an in-between stage, in which the Ma&Jar acts gram- 
matically exactly as a noun, though the verbal force is not absent, e.g. 

o \j L.W.J I ^Jj£jj (JwiJIj i1a>JlxJIj J_j>jJI pj^a-o 

Ato admittance, no smoking, no spitting, no parking. 

In other words, it is called a verbal noun, because it has a double 
meaning both as a noun (substantive) and as a verb, e.g. 

iLaji 2 1 i_*>l meaning at the same time : I like economics, econo- 

- - * , ' °„ i 

my ax\6 I like to economize, as iLa^sl means both economy and to 

Instead of using a verbal noun, we have the alternative of 
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46. MA&DAR 
VERBAL NOUN OR INFINITIVE (3) 



using a verb conjugated in the same person, in the subjunctive, preced- 

° z 

ed by the subjunctive particle jl, e.g. 

i r^ ' 1 -kj ' I want t° wr ' te ('it- I want tnaf I write). 

z <.' ' to 9 of-? •? 

iJLwj i r *sS I j I Juj I / n/a/7/ to write a letter (lit. / want that I 

write a letter. 
Instead, a verbal noun can be used, e.g. 
L LxSu I Juj | / want to write (lit. / want the writing); 
aj Lmj h Lo Ju j I / i/i/a/tf to M/A/to a /e/ter (lit. / want the writing 

of a letter). 
The Arab lexicographers give the Master the third place, by 
enouncing it, in the accusative, after the verb in the 3rd person mascu- 
line singular, in the perfect and the imperfect, e.g. 

LLo c-3L> (-*!$" he wrote or he has written, he writes or he 
will write, writing. 
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47. THE USE OF KULLUN 

1) If the leading substantive is definite and signifies something 
single and indivisible, JS means whole, as in 

iXJ I JjT the whole country. 

2) If the leading substantive is definite, but a plural or collective, J5 



means all, as in 



/AJI^p all the students. 

(j-Ul Jo all mankind. 

3) If the leading substantive is indefinite, J5 means eac/;, every, 
as in 

oJli? Jj every student, each student. 

j5 may precede or follow a definite substantive. 

a) When preceding, it declines as if it were the leading substantive, 
which itself then follows in the genitive, e.g. 

3 3 2 S> o s 

j*xk) I Ji' ^j Ju all the students study. 



«-». 
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47. THE USE OF KULLUN{2) 



o*^k) I Ji" cijj«j /7e knows all the students. 

<jy]a} I Ji" *-o Jovjj /?e speak with all the students. 

b) When the substantive is put first, jS is placed after it and 
agrees with it. However, it must be annexated to a pronominal suffix 
agreeing with the leading substantive, e.g. 

I^d ^yja} I 3^ o*j<k a// the students study (all of them). 

+4SS o'xbJ I LJyu he knows all the students (all of them). 

I^d o*m) I *-o Jo^o he speaks with all the students (all of them). 

(See also Chap. 114). 
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48. THE USE OF 
KILAAHDKILTA 

yS for masculine and Go feminine, £of/?, a pair. They are 
always used annexated to a dual, a pronoun or a definite noun in the 
genitive. 

1) If annexated to a noun, they do not decline, e.g. 
Norn. ^JlUI yS (j-jJu £o#7 students study. 
Ace. jjlJ UaJ I y£ <Jj£. I / A^ow both students. 

Gen. ^llJ UaJ I y£ *j> JbsJ I / Syoea/r i/w#? £ctf/7 students. 

2) If annexated to a pronoun, they decline as the dual, e.g. 
Norn. \^Sj6 j L) UaJ I Jo^u both students speak. 

Acc. U4J0 j^J UaJ I ci^c I / know both students. 

Gen. L-fclS' j>*J UaJ I a-o JosJ I / speak with both students. 

(See also Chap. 114). 
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49. THE USE OF 
BA t DUN, BIDJJN AND BID^ATUN 



1 ) (jlaju a part, a portion, some, a few, a little of takes a definite 
noun in the genitive, mostly in the plural, e.g. 

o'xk) I Joju some or a few students. 

It can also used sometimes in the singular, e.g. 

J 3 ^ Cy oj* I j--J' t/ 2 *^ o! to choose the lesser of the two evils. 

Joxj may be reflexive and reciprocal, having the meaning of each 
other, where it is used twice, playing, at the same time, the role of a 
subject and a direct or indirect object. The first Joxj must always be 
appended to a pronominal suffix, e.g. 

Uixj *-&£*->, <JyuaJ\ c*>u the students (masc.) like each other. 

Joju *-o ,ff-^-*-: J&s-t they speak with each other. 

If the verb Joxj governs precedes it immediately, it should be 
masculine singular, no matter what the noun it represents is, e.g. 

Lbju j-f^a*j (w^v theytfem.) like each other. 



<J Back to the Exercise L)> 



Contents 

89 



49. THE USE OF BA t QW, BlfyUN AND BIQ t ATUN{2) 

( T ) d « tfUJ *«i2JJ ij^ 1 *^ l*^*" » ^ 



^ ^ .8^0 



2) u hju , ajubj some, a few, several axe construed like the num- 
bers from 3 to 10 which they represent. Generally, their gender is re- 

f 

versed; however, the masculine form *Jaj may be used for both gen- 
ders, when unaccompanied by another number and signifying from 3 to 
10, e.g. 

j\>j *~bj a few men; <■ LJ *~bj a few women. 
But 

* * - - - - - - o 

*a>j jJLc aj«J2j some ten men. 

& &s Q . ss Q s s 

'i\y>\ Sj-lt *-±2j some ten women. 
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50. THE USE OF 
AHADUNkm IHDA 



* - i. ?o y ? 



^Jb-lj Jb-I &* (o 






.* # s f 



,j Jcvlj ji> I o/7e, someone, somebody. 

1) J>l masc. is used like Jcvlj ; but the latter is more commonly 
used as an adjective, e.g. 

Ju> \j jivj a single man, one man; 
the former is used as a substantive, and takes a definite noun in the 
genitive, e.g. 

o'xkll Jk>| one of the students. 

o s> ? - i 

*A J> | OA7e Of //76V77. 

j s Z 

-\> I may be used either positively, meaning someone, somebody, 
anyone, e.g. 

\ JjiJI Ioa ^ Jcv| jjSwu Ja does anyone live in this house? 

.a> I *-a JosJ I j I Ju j I / want to speak with someone, 
or negatively, e.g. 
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50. THE USE OF AlfADWm) IIJDA(2) 

( Y ) JJ>\j 'S>\ jX- ( o • 



JjU I ^i o> I V /fteve as a?o OA?e />? //7e house. 

aJuJlJI si* ^.i ljcv| lJ^I *^ / do not know anyone in this town. 

2) (jJcvl fem. is used like 6Jl>Ij and treated the same as Jcv| , 
except that it does not decline but remains the same in all the cases, e.g. 
oUlkJI (jjcvl Jov^j* one of the students (fem.) speaks. 
o OL) I (j'ji>] lJjX. I / Anew OA?e of /fte students. 
Cj OL) I (j'.*> j *-« J&J' I / speak with one of the students. 
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51 . THE USE OF NAFSUN 

J3 ' Ji Ji 

f - 

j~Ju the same, may precede or follow the noun. Here we deal with 
it only when it precedes the noun (See Chap. 114). 

As regards gender, it is used invariably when annexated to a noun. 
However, it declines as if it were the leading substantive. The following 
noun may be singular or plural. But it must be definite, and put in the 
genitive, e.g. 

Norn. oUUaJI/iJlWI/^^UaJI/^Jlkl ^ 

ACC. oUlWl/^JlLjI/^^daJl/^Jlkl ^Ji 

Gen. oUllaJI/^llaJI/^^IA-JlLjl <j~^ 
The same student(s) masc. and fern. 
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52. THE USE OF 
KATIRUN AND QALlLUN 



? . ? 



JJi j ^^ Jo- ( o V 

JJl3j _^Ja kedfivn and gafi/un are used: 

1) as adverbs, invariably, e.g. 

UJis Jovjj j [^jia J^ju /?e i/i/cv/rs a /ctf a/?c/ speaks very little. 

2) as nouns followed by the leading substantive which must be 
plural, definite, and in the dative. They are joined to it by means of the 
preposition j-o . 

As regards gender, they are invariable. However, they decline as if 
they were the leading substantive which follows in the dative, after y» , 
e.g. 

Norn. oQltjI/o^diJI ^ 3^/^ 

Ace. oOltjl/o*Ajl ^ %Ji/U^ 

Dat. oQlljI/o-Ajl^ JJJ/^ 
many/less students, masc. and fern. 
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53. THE WRITING OF HAMZA 

ftjl^i tor (or 

6j!o_gjl Llo the Writing of hamza. The rules for the writing of 
hamza are as follows: 

1) At the beginning of a word. 

a) It is written on aJlf, if it has fatha orfamma as a vowel; 

b) it is written under aM, if it has iasra as a vowel, e.g. 

- 4 

ol a father; J a mother; jLJl ma/?. 
r i 

2) In the middle of a word. 

a) Preceded by a lengthening letter alif. 

(i) it is written on the line, if it has fatha as a vowel; 
(ii) it is written on waw, if it has tfamma as a vowel; 
(iii) it is written on yet (without the two dots), if it has kasra as a 
vowel, e.g. 

JpLj to ask oneself; JjUi* optimism; bJlj always. 

b) Not preceded by any lengthening letter. 
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53. THE WRITING OF HAMZA (2) 



(i) it is written on ya', if one of the two vowels (the one hamza 
has and the other preceding) is kasra, and the other is tfamma, fatha or 
sukun, e.g. 

Jj a well; Zs£ a group; Jl^ to be asked. 

(ii) it is written on wSw, if one of the two vowels is Natrona and 
the other is fatha or $ukun, e.g. 

J lj-* a question; J j j-**o responsible. 

(iii) it is written on ahf, if both vowels are fatha. or one is 
fatha, and the other is mkun, e.g. 
JL« to ask; aJL^o a question. 

3) At the end of a word. 

a) Preceded by a lengthening ahf, wawox ye?, it is written on the 
line, e.g. 

* L water; *jJifc quiet; ^^Jsj slow. 
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53. THE WRITING OF HAMZA (3) 



b) Not preceded by a lengthening letter. 

(i) it is written on alif, if it is preceded by fatfra, 
(ii) it is written on waw, if it is preceded by 0amma\ 
(iii) it is written on yg, if it is preceded by kasra, e.g. 
U news; J-JJ prediction; \Ja*u> to be wrong. 

c) Preceded by sukun, it is written on the line, e.g. 
*j> apart; ^^ a thing. 

Note that if the preceding letter is a y& and Aa/raza has tanwhi, it 
is written on ya" and tanwbi is written on alif , e.g. 
1£jLl l£jb bit by bit, little by little. 
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54. Tme - Hours - icLJI - c3j)\ ( o i 



IcLJI - CJjJl ^WLh' iljLC^I ajjt^^l a Lea I 

Time - Hours Ordinal numbers Cardinal numbers 

1 o'clock ftJk>fj3l 1st Jjl 1 N 0> 



2 r uj| 

3 r Shti 

if s sQ $ 

4 i AjujI 



2 o'clock iljlifl 2nd ^Jll 

3 o'clock aUlIfl 3rd dJll 

4 o'clock **^U' 4th f-jb 

5 o'clock L^obJI 5th , «*<ol> - ** 

Lr T 6 " <U**< 

6 o'clock L^oLJI 6th j-OU*/ -7 y XjILh 

7 o'clock ajuLJ! 7th a^U 8 A a^Lj 

~' ° 

8 o'clock alolljl 8th ^olj 9 ^ Ajt ~ J 

J* ^ S< ^ if ^ 

9 o'clock ajt^LJ! 9th *_^b' 

J*^ ^ a^ »f • 

s-iUJ! 10th -ilc 



10 o'clock subtil 10th ^ 

11 o'clock SjJLc LiUJI 11th _^l£ ^il> 



10 ^ • 6j-lc 

20 T • jj>lc 

30 V • ijjyj 

40 i • j_^u j I 



<-•■ 



if. 



12 o'clock S^XJliJI 12th ^i^'ltl 10Q ^. -^ 

1000 ^ • • • u»31 
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55. 7DA AND LAO 

"J j fSI ( o o 

li] and j} if axe mostly used not as jussive, but only as conditional 
particles. 

1) li] The verb immediately following li] is used in the past tense, 
i.e. perfect, to mean the future. The second verb is used in the present- 
future, i.e. imperfect, e.g. 

lilJ I (w-^T I Oji U I i I if I tra vel, I will write to you. 
L^JlxZj Iptji ajUJI bib £~mj$ li] if you study this language 

earnestly you will learn it. 

2) jJ. With jJ both tenses, perfect and imperfect, can be used. 
However, when the verbs are used in the perfect, J is prefixed to the 
second verb, or to Co, negative particle, if the verb is negative, e.g. 

lJa>\ J$J\ jJ if /speak, I will make mistakes. 

lja> I 2 JSJ I 2 jJ if I do not speak, I will not make mistakes. 
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55. 'IQA AND LAW Q) 



.0 < , J> - --, ^ > 



(i£Jl Cu3nJ Ojid j) had I travelled, I would have written 

to you. 
J*^)M (J^- oti>l CJ \£jy °JjoI °J y had I not done 

anything, I would not have made any mistake at all. 
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lb. The Separate personal pronouns - < \ t ^k\ 1 1 jU o <Al I 
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3. The Perfect - ^blll 
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6. The Subject - JcLLl I 
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